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Together we all make up the family of First-St. Andrew’s.  

If you are new to the family, please know that  
you are always welcome here.  

 
 

Hymn and anthem texts reprinted under One License #A-729129  
unless otherwise indicated 

 
 

Music to Enter into God’s Presence:        Paul Merritt, Organist Emeritus, Organist 
 “Pastorale”               Malcolm Archer 
 
Welcome and Announcements:          Rev. Karen Low 
  
Acknowledging the Traditional Territory        Barrie Evans 
 

We acknowledge that First-St. Andrew’s United Church is located on the traditional 
lands of the Anishinaabek, Haudenosaunee, Lūnaapéewak and Attawandaron 
peoples, on lands connected with the London Township and Sombra Treaties of 1796 
and the Dish with One Spoon Covenant Wampum. 
 
We value a close relationship with the members of the local Chippewa, Oneida and 
Munsee-Delaware nations as well as the urban indigenous population.  This land 
continues to be home to diverse Indigenous peoples (First Nations, Métis and Inuit) 
whom we recognize as contemporary stewards of the land.  We value the important 
historical and contemporary contributions to our society of the original peoples of 
Turtle Island. 
 

Hymn:  VU #658 “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go” - stanzas 1 & 4   ST MARGARET 
 
O Love that wilt not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in thee; 
I give thee back the life I owe, 
that in thine ocean depths its flow 
may richer, fuller be. 
 

 O Cross that liftest up my head, 
 I dare not ask to fly from thee; 
 I lay in dust life’s glory dead, 
 and from the ground there blossoms red 
 life that shall endless be. 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle:                Rev. Karen Low 
 

The flame of our candle this morning is a symbol of the warmth and brightness of 
our connections. The flame lights our way back together again from our separate 
lives, and illuminates a way forward into a time of promise and renewal. 

 
Solo:  “Acquaint Now Thyself with Him”              Michael Head 
 Hillary Tufford - mezzo-soprano 
 
 
 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNPP5NeB7ccCFYYdPgodT6cD8w&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparts.co%2Fwelcome-back-to-school-pictures&psig=AFQjCNFKmhVa7pCh2C8Iau5I4_C9cBPW9w&ust=1441993266722951
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Call to Worship:                    Rev. Karen Low 
 
We gather to worship, our hearts alive with hope that here we will be truly known; 
that here we will be welcomed into the heart of this community, where the simple 
and the elegant, the academic and those filled with wonder, the shy and the 
dramatic, complement one another and are treasured. May we know that here, each 
contributes in their way, to the beauty of the whole. Come, let us worship together, 
and may we root ourselves in the values of our faith. 
 

Opening Prayer:                   Rev. Karen Low 
 
Welcoming God into Your presence, some come feeling the weight of their emptiness, 
some believing that they will never have enough, even assuming that what they have 
is unworthy. 
Some come anxious about sharing, fearful of losing a tenuous grip on security, 
hesitant to touch and know the pain of others. 
Some come overwhelmed by the hunger and suffering of children near and far, 
grieved by endless tales of senseless violence, greed, and death. 
Some come aching from the weight of responsibility and the challenge of knowing 
abundance, raw from the gnawing awareness that they have so much to share. 
As we gather, clinging to our meager lunches, bless them and us; break open them 
and us; share them and us that we may be reminded that what we have and what 
we are is, and will always be … enough. Amen 
 

Solo:  “I Will Lift Mine Eyes”               Michael Head 
 Hillary Tufford - mezzo-soprano 
 

(text: Psalm 121 KJV) 
 

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. 
My help cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and earth. 

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: He that keepeth thee will not slumber. 
Behold, He that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. 

The Lord is thy keeper: the Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand. 
The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night. 

The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: He shall preserve thy soul. 
The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth,  

and even for evermore. 
 
Gospel:  John 6: 1-21 “Jesus feeds the multitude and walks on water”      Rev. Karen Low 
 
Sermon:  “What We Need is Here”                 Rev. Karen Low 
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Hymn of the Day:  VU #355 “For the Crowd of Thousands” - stanzas 1, 2, 3 & 5   
                  ERNSTEIN 
  

 
Prayers of Thanksgiving, Intercession and the Lord’s Prayer  
 
Invitation to Offering:               Rev. Karen Low 
 
Offertory Response:  VU #537 “Your Work, O God, Needs Many Hands”        KILMARNOCK 

 
 Your work, O God, needs many hands 
 to help you everywhere, 
 and some there are who cannot serve 
 unless our gifts we share. 
 
 Because we love you and your work, 
 our offering now we make: 
 be pleased to use it as your own, 
 we ask for Jesus’ sake. 
 
Prayer of Dedication:               Rev. Karen Low 
 
Hymn:  VU #271 “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” - stanzas 1 & 5  GOTT WILL’S MACHEN 
 
 There’s a wideness in God’s mercy 
 like the wideness of the sea; 
 there’s a kindness in God’s justice 
 which is more than liberty. 
 
 For the love of God is broader 
 than the measures of the mind, 
 and the heart of the Eternal 
 is most wonderfully kind. 
 
Blessing and Benediction 
 
Music to Commission Us Into Service and Witness:            Paul Merritt, Organist  
 “Voluntary III” (shortened)                 Denis Bédard 

1 For the crowd of thousands 
 sitting on the ground, 
 seven is sufficient, 
 seven will go round. 
 
2 Seven is sufficient, 
 fish and loaves of bread; 
 Jesus, for our hunger, 
 gives us life instead. 

3 Jesus makes his offer: 
 fish and bread as food. 
 Make us truly thankful, 
 make our living good. 
 
5 What we give to Jesus, 
 and with others share, 
 will at last be gathered: 
 over and to spare! 


