
Amnesty International Letter-Writing 
 

Thank you to all who have written letters in support of human rights around the world this 

month. We have had at east 4 letters written in March from FSA. Many thanks for 

your continued support! Here are some excerpts from a letter recently written by Alex Neve, Secretary 

General of Amnesty International Canada: 

"In trying times like these, the best of humanity can and does rise. Though we are physically 

distant, people everywhere are finding ways to connect in ways that resonate with the universal 

human rights vision, through compassion, community and putting others first. Amidst the growing 

uncertainty and fear as the scope and impact of the COVID-19 virus continues to evolve, we're 

reminded that human rights principles are essential to all aspects of this crisis.   

 Everything about the impact of COVID-19 is all about human rights. The need to treat and 

prevent the spread of the virus, to respond to the resulting economic crisis, to focus on vulnerable 

communities, and to minimize restrictions on other rights. These are all vital human rights obligations. 

COVID-19 is already having serious global human rights impacts and is exacerbating existing 

inequalities and human rights violations. We’re urging that care must be taken to respond to 

heightened vulnerability faced by particular communities, be that related to the pandemic itself or 

restrictions that are put in place. These messages are central to the human rights principles we sent 

this week to more than 80 governments – federal, provincial, territorial and municipal – across the 

country.  

But we also wanted to share messages of hope and solidarity from all over the world. Empathy 

and care for others are becoming the new normal, and that’s something we should be celebrating. This 

is a time when we can and must help end demonization and divisiveness – and move forward with 

compassion and kindness. Thank you truly for being part of the human rights community during this 

critical time. The central message of human rights is that "we are all in this together" and that has 

never been more true." 

Here are 4 letter writing appeals for this month, with a theme of supporting those whose 

human rights are affected by COVID-19: 

  
 

https://www.amnesty.ca/news/canada%E2%80%99s-covid-19-response-needs-human-rights-oversight-says-amnesty-international


Venezuela: Reporter on COVID-19 jailed 

 
https://www.amnesty.ca/get-involved/take-action-
now/venezuela-reporter-covid-19-jailed 
 

 

 

Pakistan: Punjab prisoners at risk of COVID-19 

https://www.amnesty.ca/get-
involved/take-action-now/pakistan-
punjab-prisoners-risk-covid-19
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Iran: Prisoners at risk of COVID-19 infection 

https://www.amnesty.ca/get-involved/take-action-now/iran-prisoners-risk-covid-19-infection 
 

 
 
 
Niger: Journalist detained for COVID-19 post 

Journalist Mamane Kaka Touda is currently detained in Niger, after publishing a post on social media regarding a 

suspected case of COVID-19 infection. Please email the President to call for his immediate release > 

https://amnesty.ca/get-involved/take-action-now/niger-journalist-held-covid-19-post 

 
Time at home? Learn more about human rights! 

Amnesty offers free human rights courses – including a brand new one on COVID-
19 – to help you promote equality and justice in your community and worldwide. 
 
You can also browse through our Amnesty Book Club bookshelf to find a variety of 
excellent books on key human rights issues. You can even participate in discussions at 
our Goodreads group! 

 
You can also find Amnesty's latest COVID-19 updates at amnesty.ca/covid19 or 
on facebook and twitter.   
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