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EDITORIAL
David Flynn (pdflynn@rogers.com)

We missed the Annual Meeting—
off on a birding trip to southern 
India and Sri Lanka. It was a very 

positive experience. Our Indian guide was 
Hindu; the Sri Lankan one Buddhist. Both 

seemed to be believers in their religion, but, like other 
local people, were very tolerant of those who believed 
and behaved differently.

They would feel at home at FSA, the first Affirming 
congregation in London, reflecting our welcoming 
attitude toward people with different culture, religious 
beliefs—and sexual orientations.

Only one cloud mars the sunny attitude of Sri 
Lankans, and that is the recent thirty-year civil war which 
pitted the Buddhists in the south against the Tamils 
(Hindu) in the north. The war ended with the massacre 
of several thousand Tamils, civilian as well as soldiers. 
Our guide said there had been a half-dozen earlier 
truces which the north had used to re-arm. This time 
the government vowed to wipe out the opposition. Our 
guide also admitted that the north had been neglected 
before the war, but added that the government is now 
financing many development projects there, as a kind 
of compensation.

Since our return I have heard much satisfaction with 
the decision of the Annual Meeting, but also troubling 
reactions by others. As in Sri Lanka, disagreements can 
lead to drastic solutions. I am sure that those who “won” 
the vote in February will try to understand and work with 
those who disagree with the results.

Jay Snyder’s View from the Pew column contrasts our 
approach with his experiences in American churches. 
In general, he likes our approach, similar to his own—
which he describes as “plaid”—mentioning specifically 
our attempts to interact with Muslims. He also, gently, 
reminds us, as does Kerry Stover’s Worship Report, 
that the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost was for 
everyone.

Pagan observers of the early Christian movement 
commented, “See those Christians, how they love each 
other.” I hope this issue of Tidings expresses both our 
divergence and our ongoing love for each other. §

mailto:pdflynn%40rogers.com?subject=
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Did You Know?

Council Report

AFFIRMING OUR CALLING
Jo Ann Silcox

With a profound gratitude, I have 
marvelled this season at the 
multitude of ways in which First-

St. Andrew’s in all of its wonderful diversity, 
has enacted a commitment to live out a covenant of 
Affirmation.

A lively Confirmation class was received in May, 
already having made significant contributions to the 
life and work of this church in their insistence that we 
become members of the global community and the 21st 

century in all that we do and are!
The Annual Congregational Meeting not only upheld 

Council’s recommendation that we become an Affirming 
Congregation within the United Church of Canada, in 
an official sense, but also recommended the creation of 
a Welcoming Committee which would ensure that our 
embrace of all whom GOD has created would continue 
to grow in the years ahead.

Presbytery blessed us in April with a Triennial Review 
which pushed Council further to not only celebrate all 
that is good, but to commit to making all aspects of 

congregational life and governance better!
The Sing for your Supper initiative, begun by Allyson 

Watson, has continued to be our role model—welcoming 
a wide variety of persons from the community and from 
other groups within the church, as well as the young 
families for whom it was originally intended.

London Conference has honoured us by allowing us 
to host the Ordination Service for new ministers in late 
May—an opportunity to affirm the broader community 
of faith, nationally, of which we are a part.

We welcomed a host of new members in April and 
each new Sunday we are gifted with the opportunity 
to affirm new guests in our services and programmes.

Exciting initiatives are underway with respect to 
affirming members of the larger community—including 
a more rehabilitation-focused hospitality programme, 
continued outreach to the multi-faith community, and 
cooperation within Presbytery to work with a number 
of other United churches around service, staff training 
and congregational reviews.

The icing on the cake has been the wonderful 
addition of Jane Dockrill to the Youth and Young Families 
programme and Ashley Dwyer as administrative 
assistant. §

ANNOUNCEMENTS

from MOE
• June 14th—White Squirrel Golf Tournament, Nature 

Walk and Dinner
• June 22nd—Sundae Sunday
• September 7th—Grow-a-Row Corn Roast

from CD
• June 21st–June 22nd—Kee-Mo-Kee Sleepover and 

Congregational Service with picnic following
• July 21st–July 25th—FSA Vacation Bible Camp
• September 27th—Family Love and Share Sale

from Worship
• July 13th–September 7th (inclusive) Sunday services 

in Proudfoot Hall

from UCW
• November 8th—Holly Bazaar

CHANGES

Baptisms
May 18th

• Adelaide Kathleen Hunter, daughter of Amanda 
(Rogan) and Cameron Hunter

• Ethan York Caswell, son of Victoria (Kowalski) and 
Jeffrey Caswell

Deaths
• February 24th—Wilmer, Mark Edward
• February 21st—Milliken, Norman George
• February 28th—Chiverton, Maurice Evans
• March 15th—McKim, Ellen Mary (Copp)
• May 2nd—Smith, Betty Levade
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Notes From Kate

View From The Pew

Jay Snyder

When asked if I would be willing to 
write this article, it was mentioned 
that perhaps I could do so from 

an American perspective. The amusing 
part of this is that there is no one American 
perspective on religion, probably no more 

than there is one Canadian perspective. I am, I have 
been told, a nonconformist in some ways. Having 
come from a variety of religious experiences, from 
fundamentalist Christianity to United Methodism, I am 
a bit plaid when it comes to my theological bent. I guess 
that is why I feel at home here much more than I do 
at most churches in my home country. Here are some 
observations:

Recently, I sat in a pew in our church with people 
from our faith and the Muslim faith and listened to all 
the cooperative spirit between cousin faiths that is being 
created. This happens in the States, but less frequently 
than I have seen since coming to Canada a year ago. It 

seems that America, for the most part, has a long way 
to go as a whole in opening the lines of communication 
with our cousins of other religions.

That caused me to think about the rifts I have seen 
between ourselves as a church and within Christianity 
as a whole, as we look at societal and cultural issues 
that are often used to divide us. Even here, in our 
church, the whole issue of becoming an Affirming and 
Welcoming congregation caused people on both sides 
much frustration. Back in the States, it does the same, 
but the wounds often lead to churches breaking up 
rather than finding common ground.

Christianity is finding that common ground. We 
profess to believe in Christ who came to redeem all 
humankind. Think about that for a moment. If we believe 
that our Creator sent Jesus to save humankind from sin 
and death, why is it that we who profess this have such 
a hard time when it comes to finding common ground? 
Our faith is that common ground.

Just my view from the pew. §

“Breathing in, I know that I am 
breathing in; breathing out, I know 
that I am breathing out.”  

  —Thich Nhat Hahn

When you read this, I imagine that you will 
already be leaning towards the softer days of 
summer; dreaming of sand between your toes, 

the smell of fresh-cut grass, the taste of hot tomatoes 
straight off the vine. What treasures the summer has 
in store for us!

Summertime can be a chance for spiritual renewal. 
We can often lay down some of the stresses and 
pressures of our winter occupations. Maybe there are 

fewer meetings to attend, a holiday is planned and the 
last report has been filed until fall.

And time opens up for us! What will you choose to put 
in that open space of time? Recreation, play, friends? 
I invite you to consider putting nothing in—sometimes. 
That is very hard to do! But it rewards the discipline.

When you find yourself in a quiet moment, instead of 
picking up a book, or turning to the next chore on the list, 
why not settle into the moment itself. Watch your breath. 
Follow it in and out. Then do it again. And again. Give the 
precious gift of your attention and intention to your own 
self. Hang out in the present moment. It is a wonderful 
moment! It is where the holy intersects with life!

“Be still and know that I am God.” 
 —Psalm 46:10
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ELLEN MCKIM
David McKane

Born the daughter of Stanley and Carol 
Copp of Copp’s Buildall, and sister 
to the late Brayle Copp, Ellen grew 

up in London. She attended 
Alma College in St. Thomas, 

and through her love of Shakespeare 
and acting was offered a scholarship to 
Pasadena Playhouse in California. Her 
parents, however, were reluctant to let their 
daughter travel so far from home so the 
scholarship was declined, but she never lost 
that “star” quality. Her “anything is possible” 
spirit combined with her tremendous tenacity 
led her to being the first woman in Canada 
to break into radio advertising sales, and 
enabled her to become CFPL’s top selling 
salesperson throughout her twenty-five 
years at the radio station. 

Ellen and her husband, the late Dr. John McKim, 
were active in the life of the London community, 
creating Childreach, John’s dream; active in First-St. 
Andrew’s and the local Liberal Party of Ontario. Witty 

and charismatic she used her gifts as a “people person” 
to network and strengthen community. Ellen knew how 
to throw a party, and those fortunate enough to have 
experienced one remember the style and panache with 
which she carried them off. In her travels with John 
her memories included dancing with Pierre Trudeau, 

dining with Imelda Marcos, meeting with 
Nelson Mandela, hiding in the back of a 
beauty salon from the IRA and standing at 
Mt. Everest’s base camp, parasol in hand, 
as she drank in the grandeur and immensity 
of the mountain. 

 Ellen was a woman who rolled aside 
many stones in her lifetime: as a young 
woman in a man’s world; as a career woman; 
a single mother; a wife and mother to a 
blended family and as a widow. I shall always 
remember our chats, after John’s death, 
about her faith, her great loss and the next 
chapter in her life. I shall also remember her 

inimitable laugh, warm hugs and a smile that shone like 
the sunrise scattering the darkness. As King Arthur says 
of people in the musical Camelot, “… some of them do 
sparkle....”  Ellen McKim, a remarkable member of FSA, 
sparkled. §

Remembering

Tribute

MAUREEN SCARBOROUGH
David Flynn

Maureen, during our interview, 
exemplified her role for the past 
ten years: patient and helpful but, 

as usual, also a good listener. One of 
her previous positions before becoming 

FSA’s administrative assistant/receptionist, 
was working for the UWO Registrar where 
she was the intermediary between students 
and administration, not a bad training for her 
position here.

Born in Scarborough, with three younger 
brothers, she and husband (Rick) also have 
three children (two daughters and one son and 
daughter-in-law) now living in Toronto, along 
with a wonderful seven-month-old grandson.

Along with our music programme, she thinks 
our biggest strength is the friendly, hard-working 
congregation, attributes she also has. In addition to her 
regular duties, she has restarted the furnace, salted 
and cleared icy steps, released children from locked 
bathrooms, and has even been asked by callers to 
recommend areas in which to live.

For Tidings alone, one of our 68 committees/groups, 

she stores current copies, does photocopying, types 
some articles and sends reminders about  subscription 
renewals. She also helps proofread each issue. Others 
look for typographical errors; Maureen, in addition, 
makes sure names are spelled correctly—and that we 
have identified the correct person, especially in photos.

While typing, answering the phone, releasing the 
outside door, she also is often responding 
helpfully to two or three visitors around her 
desk. I asked how she remains calm in 
the midst of this chaos … “By never taking 
problems home—and not being drawn into 
problems I cannot solve.”

After retirement she intends to spend more 
time with family, friends and at the cottage. 
She’s also a reader—her latest book was, A 
Short History of Tractors in the Ukraine,” a 
novel she recommends.

I asked her to suggest a final question. It was, “Would 
you like to be written up for Tidings?” Her answer to her 
own question was a reluctant, “I guess so ...” reflecting 
her wish to remain in the background, helping others 
get their work done.

We’ll miss you, Maureen. §
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Profile

BARB DALRYMPLE
Diane Knoppert

Friendly, always smiling, a wonderful 
sense of humour, a good listener, 
enthusiastic, energetic, reliable, 

compassionate, a hard 
worker, a real asset to any 

committee! This is how some of Barb’s 
FSA friends describe her. In her words, 
she’s a “people person.”

Barb is a lifelong United Church 
member, from her childhood as a 
“daughter of the manse” to her current 
role as the MOE Committee’s “M&S 
Enthusiast.” She says that the best part 
of growing up in the church was that 
she had an instant community of friends 
wherever her family lived.

Barb and her husband, Don, started 
coming to FSA in 1966 after Alex 
Farquhar came knocking on their door, 
followed by an invitation to “Kum-Join-Us” (the young 
couples’ group). Barb is still in a mixed bridge club, which 
dates back to her early days at FSA.

Barb’s lifelong interest in M&S can be traced to her 
father. She’s had a special interest in the developing 
areas of the world. Her dream was that FSA people 

would see a United Church project outside of Canada. 
This dream came true when eight FSA members went 
on a volunteer trip to Nicaragua in July 2013.

Barb worked as a high school business teacher and 
as a teacher/librarian. She particularly enjoyed working 

with adult ESL students at Wheable.
Barb enjoys spending time with her 

family: her two children, Libby and Brian 
and three grandchildren. She spends 
her summers at her favourite place, her 
cottage in Port Loring, Ontario. She also 
enjoys travel.

What feeds her spiritually? Being with 
other people of faith, Kate’s sermons, 
Bible study, music at FSA, and nature. 
FSA is Barb’s faith community; her 
closest friends are here.

In the past she taught Sunday School, 
led Explorers, the Young Mothers’ UCW 
Unit and Kum-Join-Us, was an Elder and 
served on the Memorials Committee. 

Now she’s on the Tidings Team, is a “Pew Person,” co-
ordinates scripture readers and attends Book Club, Bible 
Study and Supper Club. Outside of FSA, she volunteers 
at the Mission Store and with the Hospitality Meals at 
St. John the Evangelist. Wow!

What would we do without Barb Dalrymple at FSA?§

The Next Generation

MEET KATHERINE JOYCE
Kelly Kabat

You likely know and 
l ove  Ka the r i ne 
Joyce already! She 

is age 10, in grade 4 at 
the London Waldorf School, and has 
been dancing around First-St. Andrew’s 
her entire life since her baptism here. 
Although music runs strong in her family, 
she is not as prone to practice much of it; 
however, her creativity and imagination 
are evident in her spirit.

“I love handwork such as knitting, 
crocheting, embroidery and craft,” she 
told me as we sat down together in 
Proudfoot Hall. “I would love to be an 
inventor someday and have been inspired by the movie, 
Meet the Robinsons,” says Katherine.

Katherine is fond of imagining and creating all sorts 
of things from forts to “Beady Buddies” which are insects 

and turtles crafts made with beads. 
She also enjoys playing around with 
the neighourhood kids, but is quick to 
mention that sometimes, she dreams 
of having a Nerf gun out in that territory.

As summer approaches Katherine 
is most looking forward to what they do 
every year: camping! This year, they will 
get to use their grandparent’s camper to 
go to Rondeau Provincial Park and are 
also heading to the Bruce Peninsula to 
swim at the Grotto, accompanied by 
other families from her school.

We at FSA will continue to appreciate 
and benefit from Katherine’s involvement 

in the Joyful Singers and her participation within the 
church for years to come! §
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Vignette

THAI WATER BLESSINGS
Glenda Robinson

Thailand in April offers visitors a 
glimpse of the spirituality and joie de 
vivre of the Thai people during their 

New Year’s celebration, occurring annually 
between April 13th and 15th. It is a time for 

family, and the countrywide 
Songkran Water Festival. 

Originally, the sprinkling 
of water from small, often 
silver bowls, onto the hands 
of the elders or by the 
elders onto their offspring 
symbolized purification 
and blessing, a cleansing 
of the bad from the past 
year, and a blessing of 
good luck for the coming 
one. Buddha statues were 
reverently cleaned as were 
people’s homes.

Today Songkran continues these traditions; however, 
it is also synonymous with countrywide partying with 
processions of flower-adorned pickup trucks, tuk tuks 
and vehicles of all types, festive foods, family visits to 
temples and water fights everywhere! Pedestrians and 
vehicles can be expected to be sprayed with water 
from cups, buckets, water pistols, large water guns or 
even hoses! From sunrise well into the night, clusters of 

people await their next “victims” along the streets and 
roadsides and at major intersections in Bangkok and 
other big cities. In Chiang Mai, the officials even drain 
the moat around the walled city and refill it with clean 
water so that revellers can refill their water containers!

Everyone of all ages expects to be dowsed at some 
time during the three days! Tourists are not exempt! 

Surprisingly, everyone is 
very good-natured about 
the water “sprinkling.” The 
taxi drivers as well as the 
tourists laugh and enjoy 
the activities! April is the 
hottest month in Thailand, 
with temperatures always 
hovering between thirty-
five and forty degrees 
Celsius, making it rather 
refreshing to be targeted! 
Active participants also 
enjoy being sprayed by 
their friends with the chalk 
solution similar to that 

used by the Buddhist monks when they bless taxis, 
homes, businesses or other locations.

Tourists who flock to Thailand are advised, however, 
to waterproof their digital devices. Cell phones and 
cameras do not respond to water dowsing as cheerfully 
as the people do! §

Past Events (more on page 14)

Shrove Tuesday: The Brown Baggers 
(plus one) concentrate on pancakes

April 26th: The Rummage Sale
 and some smiling sales folk
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Tim Miedema

Behind the Scene

Travel Tales
THE CHANGING FACE OF CHINA
Jan and Jim Hendry

Ever since family members went there in 1990, I 
have been interested in China. So, last fall, nine 
of us from FSA, along with ten other Londoners, 

embarked on a very special trip to China. The China 
we saw was very different from 
the one my family saw. Massive 
changes have taken place. 
In Beijing, tall high rises have 
mushroomed everywhere. We 
were told that the national bird 
of China is now the “crane”! 
Complex highway systems have 
been built and a multitude of 
cars, buses and trucks pack the 
roads, along with the bicycles of 
old. In Shanghai, the old colonial 
buildings and beautiful canals 
with low buildings contrast with 
the spectacular new buildings 
in interesting shapes like lotus 
blossom and a bottle opener. Shanghai has retained its 
charm and cosmopolitan atmosphere. Our cruise up the 
Yangtze revealed more changes. The 3 Gorges Dam 
necessitated the relocation of over 1 M people, including 
farmers along its banks. It was a massive undertaking 
and it’s truly incredible what China has accomplished 

in the last 20 years.
 We had wonderful guides, most living in very small 

apartments in big cities and probably always will. Vivian 
told us with tears in her eyes that she had been raised 
by her grandparents and had not been registered 
because her parents had not wanted a girl. Joyce told 
us that Shanghai girls are very spoiled and demanding. 

I guess they can be because of 
the shortage of girls. Thomas, 
as a student, was one of the 
rebels in Tiananmen Square. He 
is so thankful to be in Canada 
now where he can live and work 
where he wants to and provide 
well for his family. The changes 
in their lives have been amazing 
and for this reason, Jennifer 
explained, it’s too early to fight 
for human rights.

We were surprised that most 
Chinese are not religious. They 
follow Taoism, which includes 

the philosophy of Confucius and Feng Shui. Some are 
Buddhists.

We were so fortunate to go with a very compatible 
group and to get to know our FSA companions better.§

SHOPPING/GIFT CARD 
PROGRAMME
Margo Christodoulou

During a conversation with a friend who 
attends Dundas 
S t ree t  Cen t re 

United, I heard about the 
shopping/gift card programme offered 
to their congregation, very successfully. 
It seemed like a great idea as a way 
for our congregation to contribute 
to the operating costs of First-St. 
Andrew’s—a simple and effective 
method of raising money without 
asking for donations. Council approved 
the notion and we began offering the 
cards. The Communications and 
Marketing Committee jumped in 
with lots of ideas and support, and 
now you will notice the handsome banner at our table 
during Coffee and Conversation. We offer a wide 

selection of cards and have a steady stream of you 
who automatically purchase your grocery and gas cards 
every week. Many of you also purchase the cards as 
gifts for special events and occasions. We are delighted 

that we are also seeing support from 
our business colleagues. For example 
one of our members purchased 50 gift 
cards for her workplace to hand out 
as prizes during upcoming summer 
programmes. The Hospitality Meal 
leaders have ordered cards for their 
purchase of some of the supplies for 
our Out-Of-The-Cold dinners. The 
cards are also being used to purchase 
supplies for some of the events held 
at the church. But we still need our 
entire congregation to participate in 
this initiative. As at the end of April, the 
gift card sales are $31,695, for a profit 

to FSA of $1,363.69. Please stop by the table during 
Coffee and Conversation and “Help the Church, Help 
Yourself.” §
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Call of the Wild
THE MACNAUGHTON 
MORRISON TRAIL
Winifred Wake

Hidden away in a secluded little 
valley, the Ausable River flows 
gently downstream from Morrison 

Dam to the town of Exeter. Accompanying the river, 
and sharing the canopy of overarching trees, is the 
MacNaughton Morrison Trail.  

Let’s imagine ourselves enjoying a leisurely stroll on 
the trail during a pleasant June afternoon. We’ll begin at 
Morrison Line and walk west along the Ausable’s higher 
northern flank. En route we’ll pass under deciduous 
trees of many kinds, enjoy glimpses of the river 
through dense foliage, and take in the tail-end of spring 
wildflower season. Distinctive leaves identify trillium, 

Solomon’s seal, baneberry, mayapple 
and others, their glory days of bloom 
cut short by the leafing-out of trees.  

Magica l  songs d is t ingu ish 
invisible owners of nearby woodland 
territories—catbird, pewee, thrush, 
vireo, flycatcher and more. When 
we hear rose-breasted grosbeak and 
Baltimore oriole, we visualize their 
vivid colours in our mind’s eye.

At the edge of a breeze-rippled 
meadow, we linger to listen to a 
song sparrow in full voice and watch 
colourful butterflies at work among 
the flowers.  

About a kilometer down the trail, 
the showy white flowers of invasive 
Wild Chervil dominate the floodplain. 
We cross a broad footbridge, make a 
U-turn, and set our course eastward. 
The trail, now on the south side of 
the river, keeps to the bottomlands 
while passing through cool glades 
and dappled sunshine. Dragonflies 
dart about: Ebony Jewelwings bask 
in sunny pockets and Common 
Whitetails patrol the shadows. The 
river is ever present. Gliding along 
glassy stretches, pausing in quiet 
backwaters, or gurgling over gravely 
riffles, the Ausable makes its way to 
Exeter.      

All in all, our vicarious woodland 
walk along the MacNaughton Morrison 
Trail has proven most agreeable, and 
time has flown by all too quickly. 
The good news is that you have an 
opportunity to enjoy a real-time visit 
to this little gem and experience its 
many wonderful sights and sounds 
for yourself. Simply sign up to join 
the guided nature walk offered in 

conjunction with the White Squirrel Golf Tournament 
on June 14th.  There is no charge for participation. See 
you on the trail! §
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Committee Reports

FSA Becomes an Affirming 
Ministry
Anne Cummings

At our Annual Congregational Meeting 
(ACM) in February, the congregation voted 
85% to become an Affirming Ministry of 

all sexual orientations and gender identities, 
thus becoming the first United Church in 
London to do so. This step means that FSA 
is publicly welcoming all people on the sexual 
continuum that includes lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgendered and other identities into the 
life, membership, leadership and rituals of 
the church. In a culture where many religious 
institutions still reject and condemn people of 
different sexual orientations and identities, FSA 
proclaims to provide a safe, spiritual home for 
people who may have been hurt from previous 
religious experiences.

FSA is now a member of Affirm United, a group within 
the United Church that provides support and educational 
materials for United churches who make a commitment 
to being Affirming Ministries. At the Sunday service 
on June 1st, FSA will be presented with a certificate of 
membership in Affirm United by Edward Avey, an Affirm 

member from Dundas Street Centre United Church. To 
receive the certificate on behalf of the congregation, five 
members have been chosen who are representative of 
varying generations and sexual orientations: Barry Tiffin, 
a senior and our official Atrium greeter; Michelle Bouck, 
a parent; Thomas Samson-Williams, a teen who gave a 
sensitive children’s story about sexual orientation in the 

youth service before the ACM; Riley Langley, a 
teen who spoke passionately at the ACM about 
becoming Affirming; and Kerry Stover, Chair of 
the ad hoc LGBT Committee and Chair-Elect 
of Council. The speaker at the service will 
be the Rev. Cheryl-Ann Stadelbauer-Sampa, 
executive secretary of London Conference.
At the ACM, the congregation also voted to 
form a Welcoming Committee that will develop 
action plans for welcoming other groups of 
marginalized people to our church. There is 
much yet for us to learn about living Jesus’s 

message of social justice in our current culture. It is 
with excitement that we move ahead to deepen our 
understanding and ministry with people living at the 
margins. If you are interested in helping with the work of 
this committee, please contact George Jolink, gejolink@
hotmail.com §

WORSHIP
What is Pentecost? What does it 
matter?
Kerry Stover

Pentecost is the day on which the 
church was started. The Spirit brings the 

church into existence and enlivens it. Thus Pentecost 
is the church’s birthday.

After the Holy Spirit fell upon the first followers 
of Jesus, Peter preached a sermon to help folks 
understand what had happened. In this sermon he 
cited a portion of a prophecy from Joel: “‘In the last 
days,’ God says, ‘I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your 
young men will see visions, and your old men will 
dream dreams. In those days I will pour out my Spirit 
even on my servants, men and women alike—and they 
will prophesy.’” (Acts 2:17-18; Joel 2:28-29.)

Later, Peter explained that the Spirit would be given 
to all who turned from their sin and turned to God 
through Jesus (Acts 2:38).

This was a momentous, watershed event. For the 
first time in history, God began to do what was promised 

through Joel, empowering all different sorts of people. 
Whereas in the Old Testament the Spirit was poured 
out almost exclusively on prophets, priests and kings, in 
the age of the New Testament the Spirit would be given 
to “all people.” All would be empowered regardless of 
their gender, age, or social position.

The church of Jesus Christ would be a place where 
every single person matters, where every member 
contributes to the health and mission of the church 
(see Eph 4:11-16).

What we need to consider: Pentecost is a time to 
ask God to fill us afresh with the Spirit so that we might 
join in the ministry of Christ in everything we do. Are 
we open to what the Spirit of God wants to do in our 
churches and communities through his empowered 
people? Or are we gatekeepers of the church who 
would even keep the Holy Spirit out of our carefully 
tended and controlled community? 

During the season of Pentecost let the Holy Spirit 
fill us to serve the church of Jesus Christ for God’s 
purposes in the world §

Excerpts from http://www.patheos.com/blogs/
markdroberts/

mailto:gejolink@hotmail.com
mailto:gejolink@hotmail.com
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/markdroberts/series/
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/markdroberts/series/
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MISSION OUTREACH 
ENVIRONMENT
Barb Dalrymple

• Nicaragua Boomerang Volunteer 
Trip to Nicaragua: A group of 11 adults 
from across Ontario volunteered in 

Managua, Nicaragua, from February 1st–14th, 2014, with 
Companeros, Inc. Most of the group were associated 
with United churches in Kitchener/Waterloo, London 
and Ottawa, and also had participated in Companeros 

volunteer trips to Nicaragua in the past. The group 
included four members from First-St. Andrew’s: Diane 
Knoppert, Linda Badke, Jim and Janice Elliott. The group 
built four houses in an impoverished neighbourhood in 
Managua, providing also fun ESL activities for students 
and workshops for teachers in the neighbourhood 
school. We were blessed to make a return visit to 
Los Quinchos School for Street Children which FSA 
supports through our fair trade organic coffee sales. We 
rounded out our trip with a relaxing visit to two beautiful 
Nicaraguan islands in the Caribbean, Big and Little Corn 
Island. Many thanks to those who supported our trip with 
their donations of supplies and money for our projects. 
We look forward to our next Boomerang trip!

• St. Paul’s Daily Bread thanks you for supporting 
the Easter Food Drive. The need is ongoing. Eleven 
FSA members attended the Soup & Sandwich 
Fundraiser at the London Club. Anna Ng who works 
with Hospitality Team 4 gave a moving speech about 
her volunteering with our guests. ELUCO’s Nancy 
Howard, our community worker, has been running a 
very successful Growing Chefs programme for young 
teens. The programme was financed by FSA’s Family 
Love and Share sale.

• The Grow-A-Row Campaign kicked off in April. 
Your donations are matched 4:1 by CIDA.

• Lenten Project donations totalled 185 pairs of 
children’s socks for Mission Services London.

• Big Circle Breakfast raised over $600 for Los 
Quinchos.

• Easter Communion Overseas Relief Offering—
Syrian Refugee Relief was $215.00.

• Hot Dog Day launched the White Squirrel Golf 
Tournament with $554.

2014 White Squirrel Golf 
Tournament
Diane Knoppert

Mark your calendar now! The 8th annual 
White Squirrel event will be held on 
Saturday, June 14th at the Ironwood Golf 

Club in Exeter. The day will include golf, (9 or 18 holes), 
a putting contest, a roast beef or vegetarian dinner and a 
silent auction. You don’t have to be a golfer to participate. 
Non-golfers can enjoy a nature walk instead of golf or 
just come for dinner. This would make a great Father’s 
Day gift! §

Commissioning the Boomerang Group: January 26th

A Family Breakfast: Palm Sunday, April 13th

Barbara dishes out the dogs: May 4th
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
A Living Legacy: The Eberhard 
Memorial Vocal Scholarship Fund
David Manness

Let’s look at how this fund benefits us 
all with a continuing legacy that greatly 

enhances our lives, in a very unique way.
Since 1991, this music fund has supported 13 vocal 

scholars over the past 23 years. Most were from the 
Western University School of Music, and some were 
members of our church. The first scholar was Jennie 
Such. She graduated Western and went on to an 
accomplished solo career on the operatic and concert 
stage. Our current scholar is our own Jordan Baldwin. 
From a family with deep musical roots, Jordan shares 
his vocal talents frequently at church. Other scholars 
well known to you include Wendy Ewert, Kerry Stover, 
Leah Morise and Adam Guthrie. Paul Merritt deserves 
thanks for recruiting talent that enhances our spiritual 
lives through rich music, by offering these scholars the 
opportunity to develop their skills and to gain valuable 
experience in church music.

The Eberhard family has a long and strong relationship 
to the music programme at First-St. Andrew’s. Rudy 

was active on the Music Committee, Helen sang in the 
choir for over 50 years, and her mother, Pauline Janes, 
was the choir soloist in the late 1890s ... a long history 
indeed. 

The origin of this fund dates back to 1975, when 
the Barbara Eberhard Fund was created to provide 
important financial support for the purchase of music 
and gowns for the choir. In 1988, the Rudy Eberhard 
Vocal Scholarship Fund was initiated and then the two 
funds were combined in 2004 to create the current fund, 
to preserve and perpetuate a quality music programme 
at FSA. Mission accomplished!

What lies in the future? Through the continuing 
contributions of the Eberhard family, they have blessed 
us with new voices that complement our superb choir 
and deepen our worship experience. This fund, the third 
largest Restricted Fund at our church, continues to grow 
and breathe new life, with potential for adding even more 
scholars to this programme in future. Thank you to Stu, 
John, Jane and Peg for their valuable support!

The Board of Trustees is privileged to offer investment 
support to this fund with the objective of providing regular 
income for the continuation of this excellent programme! 
 §

FINANCE
How is Our Stewardship

 ticipation?

Harold Jackson

 “Never bring the problem solving stage 
into the decision making stage. Otherwise, 
you surrender yourself to the problem 
rather than the solution.” 

 — Robert H. Schuller

PAR or Pre-Authorized Remittance is a direct 
debit programme administered through the national 
office of the United Church of Canada that allows 
financial support to First-St. Andrew’s United Church 
(FSA) through an automatic monthly withdrawal from 
givers’ bank accounts or charge to accepted credit 
card accounts (Visa and MasterCard only accepted 
currently). Once a month, all PAR givings are debited 
from/charged to givers’ accounts and then the total, less 
a service fee, is electronically transferred to FSA’s bank 
account. PAR was introduced in 1976 by the United 
Church of Canada as a convenient way for givers to 
provide consistent, year-round financial support to their 
local church. 

The pre-authorized remittance system was 
developed to help congregations regulate their income. 
Using PAR as your giving strategy to support FSA is:

• an opportunity to make a difference on a regular 
basis,

• an accepted way of making payments in today’s 
economy, 

• easy, and 
• automatic. 
Currently, 164 members of our FSA family use PAR 

as their preferred method of managing their support 
to FSA. Financially, almost 70% of our stewardship 
givings to date in 2014 have been received via PAR.

It makes regular support convenient and ongoing. 
Importantly, it helps FSA better manage its cash flow 
needs all year long. If you are not already a “PARticipant,” 
why not consider this method of giving? Forms and more 
information are available at the church office.

 “Give, and it will be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
running over, will be put into your lap; for 
the measure you give will be the measure 
you get back.”    

 —Luke 6:38 (NRSV)
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CHRISTIAN DEVELOPMENT
Allyson Watson

Christian Development is thrilled to 
have Jane Dockrill on board. She has 
already brought a bright spot to many of 
our programmes. If you have not had the 

chance to meet her, you are missing out! As we are 
winding down for the anticipation of the summer, we 
would like to highlight some upcoming events:
• Spirit Games, June 1st, 8th and 15th—get ready 

for laughing, and bring a friend to enjoy the games 
outside!

• FSA at Camp Kee Mo Kee, June 21st–22nd—you 
will not want to miss this event. There will be a 
sleep-over on Saturday night. On Sunday there 
will be an awesome worship service, to be followed 
by a church picnic. Check out the website for the 
registration forms.

• Vacation Bible Camp, July 21st–25th. Register now 
at $70 for the week.

Family Love and Share Sale, September 27th, 
9:00am–12:00 noon.
In the fall we will be offering a new adult education 
series and, in addition to the God Squad and TNT, 

we are looking forward to some youth group activities.
Have a great summer!

The Fruits (and Veggies) of the Labour: 
FSA “Family Love & Share Sale” 
Brings Culinary Life Skills to 
ELUCO Youth
Kelly Kabat

An incredible synergy including FSA’s 
moms, ELUCO and London’s Growing 

Chefs Programme brought something amazing to 
underserved youth. This past spring, through funds 
generated in part by FSA’s Family Love & Share, 10 
kids ages 12–14 from the London Middlesex Housing 
complex attended a series of four cooking classes taught 
by the professional and highly skilled staff of Growing 
Chefs, London.

The Growing Chefs programme offers a variety of 
classes and food education projects aimed at getting 
young people excited about wholesome, healthy food. 
Nancy Howard, FSA member and ELUCO community 
outreach worker, believes this has been one of the most 
impactful programmes offered to this community.

“In addition to being exposed to all the benefits of 
healthy eating, these kids had the opportunity to learn 

cooking, a life skill. They also got exposure to what might 
be a future career choice in their own lives,” said Nancy.

Andrew Fleet, executive director of Growing Chefs, 
London, worked with Nancy to develop the curriculum 
and discuss possible menus for the group. They arrived 
at the ELUCO location each week with large loads of 
cutting boards, pots, pans, burners and other tools. The 

chefs and their helpers laced their demonstrations with 
important food lessons: “This food is good, we know 
what we’re eating, it’s good for you, it’s fun to make, 
and it is usually cheaper than eating at a restaurant!”

“It was an amazing programme for ELUCO,” says 
Nancy.

On September 27th, FSA moms and friends will once 
again host the “Family Love & Share Sale.” This year’s 
efforts will focus more on “rummage” and used books, 
and hopes to offer great bargains to shoppers. (The 
committee will put out a call to the congregation later 
this summer.) Once again, all proceeds will be used to 
bring the Growing Chefs programme to the kids served 
by ELUCO. §

A pasta lesson
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The Last Word

SUPPER CLUB
Jean Wuensch

The Supper Club has had three 
meetings this year so far and they were 
well-attended. Dr. Barry Moore was 
the speaker in February, and had us 

spellbound with stories from his early years as a student 
minister in Northern Alberta, and later as a professor, 
community college teacher and administrator in Alberta, 
BC, and London, ON. He had us in laughter and tears 
with his hilarious anecdotes of northern rural living, and 
of the hands-on calamities he had to deal with, as well 
as the tragic circumstances of people’s lives with which 
he was presented, sometimes with miraculous endings.

Karen and Bill Butt spoke at the March meeting. They 
served as United Church personnel for thirteen years 
in Mozambique. Perfect examples of faith in action, 
they are now retired and living here in London. Their 

presentation showed how our M&S givings and Grow-
a-Row contributions worked in action.

In April Jean Hewitt spoke about the Women’s History 
Project, with slides, to show how women in Canada 
started their work helping women to better their lives. 
That led to women legally becoming “persons,” and 
eventually getting the vote. In the middle of her talk 
Jean introduced the “Famous Five” one by one. Each, 
in costume, talked about themselves and their views in 
wonderfully dramatic fashion. Jean went on to compare 
how the status of women has progressed, and how far 
we still have to go! It was a fascinating and enlightening 
presentation.

The Supper Club is a wonderful group who bring a 
pot-luck supper, help to prepare the event beforehand, 
and meet with friends and newcomers over dinner. They 
also take part in a lovely sing-song arranged by Paul 
Merritt. Anyone who wants a friendly, happy evening is 
welcome. Please call June McKay (519-471-5668).  § 

MEMBERSHIP & NURTURE 
Audrey Coulthard

FSA welcomed twelve new members in 
the last few weeks. They are Edna Allcorn, 
Barbara Cunningham, Rachel Courey, Bill 
and Eva Bettger, Jacqueline Davis, Sarah 

Longland, Orene McCallum-Davis, Sheila VonNottbeck, 

Fraser Feeney, Margaret Hill, Riley Langley and 
Thomas Samson-Williams.

The committee reminds you it is time to renew your 
subscription to the UC Observer or give consideration 
to becoming a new subscriber. The e-mail address is 
subscribe@ucobserver.org or telephone 1-800-936-
4566. §

Past Events (continued)

May 11th: Confirmation Sunday

May 11th: Mothers' Day Choir May 4th: Dedication of  New Sound System

May 4th: Legacy Sunday

mailto:subscribe@ucobserver.org


Vol. 24, No. 2 — Pentecost/Summer 2014  15 Tidings  

Rates for Business Card Ads: $90 for one year (four issues)
Submit ads to info@peelvideo.com by the middle of

 August, November, February or May to ensure publication in the next issue.

Jim Deacon
(519) 870-RUGS (7847)

exclUSive Shop at home SeRvice

1900 hyde park Road
london, ontario  N6h 5l9

tel: (519) 472-2992  Fax: (519) 472-2998
e-mail: jim.deacon@deaconflooring.com

 Residential Renovations Commercial

May 4th: Legacy Sunday
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Minister of Worship and Administration
The Rev. Dr. Kate Crawford

Visitation Minister
The Rev. Tom Hiscock

Designated Visitor
Jo Ann Silcox

Director of Music 
 Paul Merritt

Church Administrator
Brenda McManus

Youth & Young Families Ministry
Jane Dockrill

Administrative Assistant/Receptionist
Ashley Dwyer

Custodians
Tim Miedema and George Jolink (part 
time) with Ron Chatterson, Custodial 
Support

Atrium Steward
Barry Tiffin

Nursery Supervisors
Amanda Ingrey and Sonya Grant

Church Staff

March 2nd:  Paul Merritt (right) 
marks 30 years at FSA

April 27th: The Joyful Singers 
 perform Beauty and the Feast

Good Friday: Massed Choirs 
from Met, FSA and Dundas 
Street Centre

April 27th: Dr. Gail Allan speaks at 
the 2nd Good Neighbours’ Lecture

Easter: The FSA Brass

Administrative Assistants
(present & past) 

L to R: Ashley, Maureen and Pat
April 26th:  

Rummage Sale

WINDOWS ON
 FIRST-ST. ANDREW'S


